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Albert Hunter is a professor of sociology at Northwestern 
University, where he also serves as director of the 
Urban Studies program. He has been on the faculty 
of the University of Chicago, Wesleyan University, 
and the University of Rochester and has held visiting 
appointments at Yale, the University of Edinburgh, The 
London School of Economics and Political Science, and 
the University of Paris. He is the author of five books 
and numerous articles, including Symbolic Communities: 
The Persistence and Change of Chicago’s Local Communities 
(1974), Multimethod Research: A Synthesis of Styles (with 
John Brewer, 1989), and The Rhetoric of Social Research: 

Understood and Believed (1990). Major research projects have looked at neighborhood 
reactions to crime and gangs, suburban politics, and ethnic neighborhoods. 

The Neighbors and the Gang
The Neighbors and the Gang is a comparative case study of three neighborhoods: 
one black, one white, and one integrated. Using multimethods of surveys, participant 
observation, interviews, and archives, the research explores the ways in which the three 
neighborhoods construct distinctly different moral orders in defining the gang problem 
and organized responses to it.


